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 Highlighting happy news from this past week: the young adult members of our Evangelism 

team launched Holy Trinity’s Instagram account (@HolyTrinity_Squan)!  The first day we picked 

up over 30 “followers” – folks who’ll travel this social media highway to enjoy captioned photos of 

Holy Trinity happenings.  It’s a great way to stay connected with our own members, especially in 

these socially distanced COVID days – and as importantly, it’s a super way to “meet” and engage 

those we haven’t met yet, who might choose to join us in person some day and stick around to 

experience God’s blessings channeled through this community of faith. 

 Another word for follower is disciple.  We know Jesus and John the Baptist had disciples.  

Today’s Gospel tells us that the Pharisees and a group called the Herodians had disciples, too.  So 

imagine all kinds of Grand Poohbahs parading around, followed by their minions.  Not that the 

Pharisees and the Herodians were buddy buddy, by any means.  But as they say, “The enemy of my 

enemy is my friend.” They saw eye-to-eye when it came to Jesus, whom they despised and feared. 

 Today’s Gospel follows right after last week’s parable of the wedding feast, in which the 

king says, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.” (Matt. 22:8)  After telling that 

story Jesus says, “For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matt. 22:14)  The Pharisees and 

Herodians are pretty bright, and recognize themselves as those who were invited but not worthy, 

and also as those who are not chosen. They’re insulted.  Jesus had just thrown more salt into the 

wound He’d opened earlier by making comments like, “Truly, I tell you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.”  (Matt. 21:31)  Ouch.  “Them’s fightin’ 

words.”  Pharisees, especially, prided themselves on their purity of life; they dotted every “i” and 
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crossed every “t.”   For Jesus to say that despicable tax collectors and unholy prostitutes were 

outdistancing them in God’s eyes was insufferable. 

 These are people who feel personally attacked by Jesus, who worry that His teachings are 

weakening the religious institution that makes them powerful, and who fear that His message will 

bring the Roman boot down on their country to crush them all like bugs.  So they work to trip 

Jesus up, both religiously with the Jewish leadership and politically with the Romans.  But Jesus is 

smarter than the average bear and isn’t fooled by their duplicity.  The Message paraphrase has 

these religious types gushing with insincerity and saying: 

“Teacher, we know you have integrity, teach the way of God accurately, are indifferent 
to public opinion, and don’t pander to your students.  So tell us honestly: Is it right to 
pay taxes to Caesar or not?”  (Matt. 22:16b-17) 
 

They’re thinking Jesus ends up in hot water no matter how He responds.  But He asks to see a coin 

and quizzes them about whose head and title are imprinted on it.  “Caesar,” they say. Jesus 

concludes, “Then give Caesar what is his, and give God what is his.”  (Matt. 22:21)  Pay taxes to 

Caesar and pay homage to God. 

 You may remember from the Christmas story that Augustus Caesar was emperor of Rome 

when Jesus was born.  Augustus’ adopted son, Tiberius, assumed the throne when Augustus died.  

Both of them proclaimed themselves divine.  That’s why Roman coins couldn’t be used in the 

Temple: they bore the image of a false god, Caesar.   That’s what led to the need for money 

changers.  People from all over the known world traded their secular money for Temple money, to 

pay for animals to be sacrificed or whatever other Temple business they were conducting.  Jesus 

had no problem with people paying taxes:  “… give Caesar what is his, and give God what is his.”  

 Caesar’s image was stamped on Roman coins.  Early church father Tertullian said that we 

are God’s coin.  Why?  Well, whose image is stamped on us?  Genesis says: 
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… God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them.  (Genesis 1:27a-b) 
 

In his letter to the Colossians (3:10), Paul, too, speaks about God’s image being imprinted on us, 

and in the Book of Revelation (3:12) we’re told that God’s name is written on us.  When our Lord 

says, “… give God what is his,” He means our very selves. 

 I don’t know about you, but there are some days when I do better rendering unto Caesar 

what is Caesar’s than rendering unto God what is God’s.  I’m called to give God my whole self, 

every day.  I often fall short.  In Luther’s words from the Small Catechism, I am called to “love, fear 

and trust God above all else.”    Our creed is, “Jesus is Lord!” But we may be tempted to act as if 

Caesar is lord, if Caesar is the one who fattens our wallet or enables our baser desires or offers the 

illusion of worldly security from the forces that frighten us most.   

 “… Give Caesar what is his, and give God what is his.” That does not mean we leave our faith 

behind in the sanctuary when we leave worship.  We must carry our faith back to our homes and 

schools, onto the sports field, into the marketplace, into the voting booth, whatever that looks like 

this year.  Here’s an explanation I like about “… Give Caesar what is his, and give God what is his”: 

For a citizen in a free republic it involves intelligent and conscientious 
participation in politics so that God’s will may be done as fully as possible.1 

 

I can’t imagine a more relevant message in this chapter of our nation’s history. 

 We started out talking about followers: Instagram and otherwise.  Ultimately, we’re all 

following someone.  Even if we’re at a point in life when we are mentoring others, someone or 

“someones” mentored us along the way.  We followed them and now they shape how and where 

we lead others.  Whose lead are we following?  Whose values guide our decisions and govern our 

actions?  Are we giving God what is God’s?  Are we remembering we are God’s coin, that we bear 

God’s image?  Are we as good at giving God what is God’s as giving Caesar what is Caesar’s?  Amen 

1Interpreter’s Bible, (vol. 7, NY: Abingdon, 1951), p. 520. 
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